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Unit 3 —

How do the tools we use
influence the things we make?
How can we subvert a tool’s
intended use to create
something unexpected?

Benjamin Shaykin / 2 weeks
















































Special Collection, 2009.


























































































Locally Made, 2013. The Design Office





































































Automobile Tire Print, 1953. Robert Rauschenberg & John Cage



Bruno Munari
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Oscar Lhermitte



Karel Martens



Martin Venezky






Sewing and Embroidery Warehouse, designer unknown
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James Goggin/Practise















Jurg Lehni & Alex Rich
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Daniel Eatock






























Xavier Antin


















Silvio Lorusso / Content Aware Typography
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controls grid increments TURN ON “STYLISTIC ALTERNATES"

Width automatically adjusts to fill the circle,
based on number of values provided













“Tools make revolutions. ‘When we make a
new tool, we see a new cosmos,’ says
physicist Freeman Dyson. He was probably
thinking of microscopes, telescopes, and
atomic particle accelerators.

But even the workaday tools . . . can alter
our perspective. A tool—any tool—is
possibility at one end and a handle at the
other. Because tools open up options,

they remake us.”
Kevin Kelly, 2000



